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prepared on occasions to admire some of the British
characteristics. Petain himself felt after the 1914-18 war
that England had not done all that she might have done,
and that the brunt of the fighting had fallen on the
French. He returned to the same charge about the
1940 war in a broadcast at the end of last June to justify
capitulation. From that it was an easy step to argue that
France was no longer bound by her pledge to England.
Reynaud saw how the situation was developing and made
a final attempt to rally the Government behind him.
In the middle of June he made a last despairing appeal
to the United States for immediate aid. If he had been
able to obtain it, he could have silenced the critics in his
Government; but America could not, at such short
notice, do more than she had already done. With that
appeal Reynaud had pkyed his last hand, and he, too,
abandoned hope.
The persistent German propaganda for the last few
years to separate Britain and France had appeared extra-
ordinarily clumsy. It was so much in the interests of
both countries to keep together that it had seemed
impossible for such propaganda to succeed. But the
Nazis persisted because they knew that there was fertile
soil ready to receive it. They had taken note of that
notorious article by Henri Beraud, quoted recently in an
article by Alexander Werth. ** I hate England in my
own name and in the name of my ancestors," wrote
B&aud in Gringoire in 193 5. "I hate her by instinct aod
tradition. I say, and I repeat, that England must be
reduced to slavery* . . . The <3ay will come when the